
To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 20-25 Questions.  
Score Scale:   All 76 questions = 110 plus 7 test points.  65 questions = 100.   55 questions = A (95).          45 questions  =  B.  35 questions = C (75).  30 questions =  D.  Less than 30 questions = 1 point per question correctly answered.  You must answer in your own words, unless directed otherwise.
Chapter 20.  
1. What are 2 “first” that Jem and Scout see of Atticus?

2. Why does Mr. Dolphus Raymond drink Coca-Cola?  Why does he disguise it?

3. What does Mr. Raymond say Dill was crying?

4. Why (according to Atticus) did Mayella accuse Tom Robinson?

5. Describe Mayella from Atticus’ point of view.

6. What unspeakable thing did Mayella do?

7. What is the assumption Mayella and Mr. Ewell made when they took the stand?

8. What does Atticus say about public education?

9. Do you think people are created equal?  Explain.

10. Does Atticus think people are created equal?  Support your answer with text evidence.

11. What is so special about “the court”?

12. Scout says that “Mr. Dolphus Raymond was an evil man”. Is she right? 

13. In most states of the USA people who drink alcohol in public places are required to hide their bottle in a paper bag. Why does Dolphus Raymond hide Coca-Cola in a bag? 

14. What, according to Atticus, is the thing that Mayella has done wrong? 

15. Explain, in your own words, Atticus's views on people's being equal. 

Chapter 21

16. What does the note Calpurnia brought to Atticus say?

17. What does Jem expect the verdict to be?  Does Atticus think the same?

18. What is unusual about how long it takes the jury to reach a verdict? Is the verdict predictable or not?
19. As Scout waits for the verdict, she thinks of earlier events. What are these and how do they remind us of the novel's central themes? 

20. What did Scout know that only a lawyer’s child would know?

21. What is the verdict?

22. How does Atticus react to the verdict?

Chapter 22

23. What is Jem’s reaction to the verdict?

24. What has been sent to the Finch house?  Why?

25. What is significant about the cake Miss Maudie makes?

26. What does Miss Maudie tell Jem about the people in Maycomb?  

27. Who are the good people of Maycomb?  What makes them good?

28. How did Miss Maudie know they’re making “a baby step”?  What does this “step” mean?

29. Why does Miss Rachel say “danger a’ comin’”?  What has happened?
30. Although Atticus did not want his children in court, he defends Jem's right to know what has happened. Explain, in your own words, Atticus's reasons for this. (Look at the speech: “This is their home, sister.”)

31. Miss Maudie tells Jem that “things are never as bad as they seem.” What are her reasons for this?
32. Why does Dill say that he will be a clown when he grows up? Do you think he would keep this ambition for long? 
33. This story is set in the 1930s but was published in 1960. Have attitudes to racism remained the same (in the USA) or have there been any changes (for the better or worse) since then, in your view? 
34. Why does Bob Ewell feel so angry with Atticus? Do you think his threat is a real one, and how might he try to “get” Atticus? 

Chapter 23

35. How does Atticus respond to Bob Ewell’s physical insult?

36. Why doesn’t Atticus do anything to Bob Ewell?

37. How does he explain not doing anything to Mr. Ewell?

38. What happens to Tom Robinson if he loses the appeal?

39. Atticus doesn’t have a problem with the rape statute.  What does he have a problem with?

40. What are the “ugly facts of life”?

41. What makes a man “trash”?

42. According to Atticus, what is a “shadow of a beginning”?

43. What does Atticus say about the Cunninghams?

44. Why does Scout want to be friends with Walter Cunningham?

45. How does Aunt Alexandra feel about Walter?

46. What does Jem show Scout he has found on himself?
47. What do you think of Atticus's reaction to Bob Ewell's challenge? Should he have ignored Bob, retaliated or done something else? 
48. What is “circumstantial evidence”? What has it got to do with Tom's conviction? 
49. What does Atticus tell Scout about why the jury took so long to convict Tom? 
50. Why does Aunt Alexandra accept that the Cunninghams may be good but are not “our kind of folks”? Do you think that people should mix only with others of the same social class? Are class-divisions good or bad for societies? 
51. At the end of this chapter, Jem forms a new theory about why Boo Radley has never left his house in years. What is this? How likely is it to be true, in your opinion? 

Chapter 24

52. What does Jem teach Dill?

53. What kinds of things do the women talk about?

54. What complaints does Mrs. Merriweather have about “the darkies”?

55. What does Mrs. Merriweather want to do for/to Tom’s wife?

56. What musical instrument does Scout compare Mrs. Merriweather to?

57. What condescending things do the ladies say about the black people of Maycomb County?

58. What is different between Scout’s and the ladies’ opinions of men?

59. Why was Atticus’ face white when he came home?

60. Explain what happened.

61. Why is Aunt Alexandra upset (after Atticus has left)?

62. Who are the “handful of people” Miss Maudie talks about?

63. What does Scout learn from her day with the ladies?

64. Do you think the missionary ladies are sincere in worrying about the “Mrunas” (a tribe in Africa)? Give reasons for your answer. 

65. Compare the reactions of Miss Maudie and the other ladies when Scout says she is wearing her “britches” under her dress. 

66. What is your opinion of the Maycomb ladies, as depicted in this chapter? 

67. Explain briefly how Tom was killed. What is Atticus's explanation for Tom's attempted escape. Do you think agree with Atticus? 

68. How, in this chapter, do we see Aunt Alexandra in a new light? How does Miss Maudie support her? 

Chapter 25

69. How does Scout know what happened when Atticus went to Helen’s?

70. What did Mr. Underwood write about in his editorial?

71. Why is Scout afraid of Mr. Ewell?

72. How does Maycomb react to the news of Tom's death? 

73. Comment on the idea that Tom's death was “typical”? 

74. Explain the contrast Scout draws between the court where Tom was tried and “the secret courts of men's hearts”. In what way are hearts like courts? 

75. Why did Jem not want Scout to tell Atticus about Bob Ewell's comment? Was this a wise thing to ask her to do? 


