“The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe
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As you read about Prince Prospero’s attempt to escape from the “Red Death,” ask yourself:  Can money and power buy safety?
Symbolism 

“The Masque of the Red Death” is filled with symbols.  The prince, his fantastic masquerade ball, the plague raging in the kingdom – all these things seem to stand for more than the things themselves.  Ask yourself what they could mean.

Answer the following questions:

1) Would you have liked Prince Prospero as a friend?  Why or why not?

2) What, if anything, is admirable about the prince’s attempt to escape from his destiny?  Give reasons for your answer.

3) Why do Prince Prospero and his followers retreat to one of his abbeys?

4) Briefly describe the series of rooms in which the prince entertains his guests.

5) Describe the uninvited guest.  Use at least 5 adjectives.

6) Summarize the events that follow the uninvited guest’s arrival.

7) CONTRAST
Life outside the abbey

with


Life inside the abbey

8) Why does the prince think he’ll be able to escape the plague?

9) What message does Poe convey through the prince’s unsuccessful battle with the intruder?

10) Does Poe’s old-fashioned language add to the chilling mood and dreamlike atmosphere of the tale?  Why or why not?

11) What is the theme of the story?
Some celebrities go to great lengths to shield themselves from the world, building elaborate homes with grounds protected by gates and guards.  Inside these compounds, they can create a fantasy world filled with every luxury money can buy.


	Like one of these celebrities, the prince in this story builds a palace where he can live out all his fantasies and escape from the sufferings of his subjects and the disease that ravages his country.


	Journal Writing:  As a celebrity, plan what you would include in your magnificent dream house.  50 word minimum.



























































