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Take Part in the Democratic Process: Vote

Many people are unhappy with the way things are in the United States today.  There is something every citizen can do about it: vote.  Voting is not only the privilege but the responsibility of every 18 year-old. Voting is the way to tell politicians and government officials what is important to their constituents.  Americans should exercise their right to vote so they can make a difference in the world, elect officials who share their concerns, and take part in a privilege that many people in the world do not have.     
People must know that every vote counts and is important.  There have been many close elections for political office. Many Americans remember that the 2000 election between Bush and Gore that was too close to call for weeks (“Democracy in Action”).  Voting could impact a close election for a change in laws or a local decision.  Through exercising the right to vote, citizens send mandates to the government.

Voting is how people state their concerns and beliefs.   They can express how they feel about taxes and education.  They have the opportunity to elect leaders who will make policy about how taxes are spent and children are educated.  A person’s vote leads Congress in making those decisions.  People should carefully consider their options when it is time to vote.
In other words, through voting we practice democracy which we are trying to bring to others. Through registering to vote, we set an example of our belief and demonstration of democracy.  Voting shows a respect for the lives being lost protecting democracy for others, particularly in Iraq. 2,000 American Troops have lost their lives in Iraq trying to bring democracy and the right to vote to that nation (Brown).
For these reasons, it is important to exercise the right to vote.  Through this process our beliefs and concerns are conveyed. Although many election contests are won by comfortable margins, some have been so close that a single vote has made the difference.   We must show the world the importance of voting in a democracy.  So if you don’t like the way things are going now, there is something you can do about it.  VOTE.
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