Name ________________________________________ Date ___________________

“The Monkey’s Paw” by W. W. Jacobs

“The Bridegroom” by Alexander Pushkin

Build Grammar Skills: Antecedents of Pronouns

Pronouns are words used in place of nouns. A pronoun’s antecedent is the noun (or other

pronoun) to which the pronoun refers. An antecedent can come before or after the pronoun,

can be in another sentence, and might be more than one word. In order to make sense, a pronoun

must agree with its antecedent in number and gender.

Example: Mr. White tried to distract his son during a chess game.

A. Practice: Complete the following sentences by filling in the blank with a pronoun that refers

to the underlined antecedent.

1. Sergeant Morris told _____________________ hosts that the monkey paw was magical.

2. Though uncertain whether to believe _____________________ guest, the Whites listened eagerly.

3. The visitor brought bad news to the Whites; he told _____________________ their son was dead.

4. Though initially distressed by _____________________ fate, Natasha soon saw an opportunity

for justice.

5. Natasha’s parents heeded her wishes because _____________________ wanted to make her

happy.

6. At the feast, Natasha told the bridegroom that _____________________ had had an evil

dream.

B. Writing Application: Rewrite the following sentences, using pronouns to avoid repetition of

nouns. Then, draw a line from each pronoun to its antecedent.

1. Mr. White took the paw from Herbert, looked at the paw, and placed the paw upon the table.

2. When Herbert saw frightening faces in the fire, Herbert reached for a glass of water.

3. With Mr. and Mrs. White’s second wish, Mr. and Mrs. White wish for Herbert’s return.

4. Natasha devises a plan to catch the criminal during Natasha’s wedding feast.
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