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After careful study and due deliberation it is my opinion the head

for one minute and a half after decapitation.

In a heightened state of emotion, we speak at the rate of 160 words

per minute.

—DR. EMILY REASONER, A Sourcebook of Speech, 1975
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Your assignment is to write a 240-word vignette from the
perspective of a character that was hanged or pressed in The
Crucible. Choose a character and take on their persona. Think
about who that person is, their personality, what they lived
through, what they value, and what they may think about during
their last moments of consciousness and of life. Examine how
Butler uses punctuation in the examples, taking special note of
how each piece ends without a period. You must capture “the
flow of thoughts and feelings that rush through a mind” as it dies.





Hanged and Pressed:  a macabre assignment

Write your final draft on the spaces below.  There are 240 spaces; each should be filled in.
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