
NAME: ____________________________ CLASS: ____ DUE: FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
The Things They Carried  - “The Lives of the Dead”   

Point of View: 
 
Settings (multiple):  time and place 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1. What can stories do?  

2. What can happen in a story sometimes?  

3. What did the soldiers do with the body they found in the bombed out village?  

4. How long had Tim been in the war at that point?  

5. How did Tim respond to what the soldiers did?  

6. What did Kiowa say about Tim’s actions?  

7. Who did the old man’s body remind Tim of?  

8. How old were Tim and Linda when they went out on their first date?  

9. What did Linda wear on her head?  

10. What did Ted Lavender do every morning?  

11. What did Linda say to Tim after she was dead?  

12. What did Nick do one day in the classroom?  

13. What did the class find out about Linda?  

14. Who walked her home that afternoon?  

15. What can you steal in a story? What can happen?  



16. How could the soldiers keep the dead alive?  

17. How did Tim feel about seeing Linda’s body in the casket?  

18. What was Tim’s "worst day at the war"?  

19. What had become "a secret meeting place" for Tim and Linda?  

20. What does Linda say being dead is like?  

 
“The Lives of the Dead” Answer 1 of the following in 3-4 complete sentences. 

A. How does the opening paragraph frame the rest of the story/chapter? 

B. Why is O'Brien unable to joke around with the other soldiers? Why does the old man remind him 
of Linda? 

C. What is the function of the Linda plot in “The Lives of the Dead”? Consider in particular what it 
teaches him about death, memory, storytelling. 

D. What is the “moral” of the dead KIAs? Consider Mitchell Sanders' view. 

E. In many ways, this book is as much about stories, or the necessity of stories, as it is about the 
Vietnam War. According to O’Brien, what do stories accomplish? Why does he continue to tell 
stories about the Vietnam War, about Linda?  

F. Reread the final two pages of this book. Consider what the young Tim O’Brien learns about 
storytelling from his experience with Linda. How does this knowledge prepare him not only for the 

war, but also to become a writer? Within the parameters of this story, how would you characterize 
Tim O’Brien’s understanding of the purpose of fiction? How does fiction relate to life, that is, life in 
the journalistic or historic sense? 
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