Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Reading Schedule
· Thursday, November 18 – Start chapter 1

· “morose” means gloomy

· Monday, November 22 – start chapter 2

· Monday, November 29 – start chapter 3

· Wednesday, December 1 – start chapter 4

· Friday, December 3 – start chapter 5

· Tuesday, December 7 – read chapter 6 aloud in class

· On the days we start a new chapter, you are subject to being quizzed over the previous chapter.

Of Mice and Men Notes…
· Naturalism = Literature that uses realism, replicates a believable everyday reality, as opposed to Romanticism.

FEATURES OF NATURALISM

· Devoid of poetic features – focus on explanations and details rather than imagery

· Sociological conditions are explored objectively rather than focusing on beauty of language or story

· Explores conflict between social classes, particularly the exploitation of workers by those in power

· Stories tend to focus on one specific occupation or trade in order to document society 

· Setting limited to one less-than-ideal place – a detailed look at brutal aspects of life that comprise self-preservation and basic human needs

· Narrator is an observer

· Characters devoid of free will, inserted in specific plots and observed as they cope with what fate presents

Author:  John Steinbeck

· Californian, set many of his books in the Salinas Valley, where he grew up.

· One of the 10 most frequently banned authors from 1990-2004.

· Of Mice and Men is one of the most frequently banned books in schools.
· Work has inspired a variety of musicians including:  Pink Floyd, Rage Against the Machine, Bruce Springsteen, Tupac, Megadeath, and (wait for it) 

· Of Mice & Men (
Steinbeck’s Literary Style (way of writing) in Of Mice and Me
· A cross between a play and a novel

· Each chapter an extended episode: action takes place in one scene and opens with a description of that scene

· Characters enter and exit each scene – seemingly on “cue”

· Simple language

· Tight dialogue

· Few characters

· Symbolism and/or foreshadowing deliberately point to the inevitable end

Figurative Language

· Even though Steinbeck is a Naturalist writer, he occasionally employs literary and figurative devices for the sake of tone, mood, and meaning

· Look for: simile, metaphor and imagery, and foreshadowing (quite a bit of obvious foreshadowing throughout – nothing subtle about it)

Of Mice and Men
· deals with the issues dear to Steinbeck’s heart - poverty, homelessness, the exploitation of itinerant workers, the failure of the Dream, America’s general moral decline.
The American Dream 
· You can be successful if you work hard and live morally.

· America is the land of opportunity.

· Freedom to work hard and be happy is enshrined in the Constitution.

· The Dream assumes equality of opportunity, no discrimination, freedom to follow goals and freedom from victimization.

· Immigrants dream of a better life in America…

· Search for a new life for themselves and their families

· Escape persecution or poverty in homeland

· Immigrants dreamed of making their fortunes in America. 

For many this dream of riches became a nightmare.  

· there were horrors of slavery, 

· there were horrors of the American Civil War,

· there was a growing number of slums that were just as bad as those in Europe,

· there was also great corruption in the American political system which led to many shattered hopes. 

· The idea of an American Dream for many was broken when the stock market crashed in 1929, marking the beginning of the Great Depression.

· The whole world was affected, but some people’s dreams survived. 

· Thousands of people made their way west toward California to escape from their farmlands in the Midwest that were failing due to drought.

· The characters of George and Lennie dreamt of having a “little house and a couple of acres” which was their own dream. 

