Student names, first & last:

Mrs. Woodliff

English III – Period ___

31 August 2010

Indian Creation Myth

Origin myths are traditional stories that recount the beginnings of life on Earth.  These myths often explain such phenomena as the beginning of human life, the customs and beliefs of a people, the creation of features of the landscape, and the events beyond people’s control.  Origin myths involve gods, spirits, animals, and the elements in their explanations.

DIRECTIONS:  

1) In your groups, read your creation myth by choosing one or more group members to read aloud.

2) What is the myth’s function? (There may be more than one answer.  Circle all that apply.)
a. To explain the creation of the world

b. To explain the human condition (why we do what we do, why we feel what we feel)

c. To explain natural phenomenon

d. To explain the nature of gods; how humans and gods came to interact

e. To explain religious rituals, customs, beliefs

f. To teach moral lessons

3) Summarize the selection.  A summary is just the plot and should only be one healthy paragraph 
4) Analyze the selection as follows.  Explain the role of animals, elements, or spirits and gods as they pertain to the creation myth.  (All areas may or may not apply to your group’s myth.  You may want to start my rereading your myth and highlighting each time an animal, element, spirit/god is mentioned.)

a. Explain the role of animals.

b. Explain the role of the elements (earth, wind, fire, water).

c. Explain the role of spirits or gods.

5) Next, choose one of the following projects (a, b, c, d, or e) to complete and present to the class on Thursday, September 2.


a. Write a dramatic scene (including dialogue and stage directions) of the myth, and perform as a skit.  The scene should be at least 2 pages long.  Skit performers must wear costumes that relate to the skit.
b. Write a dramatic scene (including dialogue and stage directions) of the myth, and perform as a puppet show.  The scene should be at least 2 pages long.  Puppets must relate to the myth.
c. Make a comic strip of your myth.  Comic strip must be a minimum of 10 frames, must accurately and creatively summarize and illustrate the myth, its setting, and its characters, and must use a variety of colors.
d. Make a diorama of your myth.  Diorama must be in a shoe-sized box, and must accurately and creatively express the myth, its setting, and its characters.  
e. Make a photo essay of the myth.  The photo essay will include photographs (you may take your own or use the Internet on your own time) that accurately represent the myth, its characters, and its setting.  You must have a minimum of 7 photographs.  Each photograph must be described in 2 sentences.  Describe the picture in one sentence.  Then describe how it relates to the myth in a second sentence. (Sentences should be at least 10 words in length.)
Timeline:

· Tuesday, 31 August 2010 – read creation myth and complete this handout.  Choose a project.  Make a plan.  Pay attention to time you have to work on it.  Do you need supplies?  Who will be responsible for these?
· Wednesday, 1 September 2010 – Work together to complete your project

· Thursday, 2 September 2010 – Prepare and present your project

