Name: ______________________________ Class Period: _____ Due: March 29
Part I: “The Hearth and the Salamander”

Answer questions 1-11 in complete sentences.  Be specific, detailed.

1. The first paragraph in the book uses which type of figurative language?  What is its effect?

2. Looking at the first two pages of the novel, describe Guy Montag’s attitude about himself and his job. Give specific examples to explain your impressions of him.

3. What is Clarisse McClellan like? Describe ways in which her family is different from most people in Montag’s neighborhood.

4. What is the “snake”? How does Montag learn about the snake, and how does his encounter with it affect his life?

5. How does Mildred treat her husband (give two or three specific examples to back up your answer)? What is most important to her?
6. According to Clarisse, what can a dandelion help to indicate about a person?

7. What does she conclude about Montag? How does this new knowledge affect him?

8. What is the Hound? What is its purpose? How does Montag originally feel toward it (see page 24+), and why does his attitude about the Hound change?
9. When Beatty visited Montag at his house, he immediately ordered Mildred to “shut the ‘relatives’ up” (53). Over the next few pages in the novel, he proceeds to explain to Montag why firemen became necessary in the first place. From his explanation, and the obvious dislike he has for the ‘relatives’, is it fair to say that Beatty does not approve with the way society has disintegrated? Explain in detail.

10. What is the last quotation Montag reads at the end of Part 1? This quote is from Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels. Compare this quote to the one by Juan Ramon Jimenez before the beginning of the novel. Compare them in your own words.
11. What is the meaning of Part One’s title, “The Hearth and the Salamander”?
Questions & Notes on Part 1 “The Hearth and the Salamander”

1. In what century does the novel take place? It doesn’t say, but it’s in the future.

2. How are homes different in this futuristic society?

3. How are firemen different in this futuristic society?

4. According to the government (and the average citizen) what advantage do the citizens get from the burning of books and why?

5. Why is Montag not happy?

6. Mildred is a stereotype. Whom does she represent?

7. Clarisse is a stereotype also. Whom does she represent?

8. Explain how Clarisse acts as a catalyst to Montag.

9. List three kinds of things Clarisse enjoys doing?

10. List three kinds of things most teenagers of that society enjoy doing?

11. How does the motif of “rebirth” fit into this novel?

12. Mildred claims to be happy, but we can see that she is not. List three things that show she is not happy.

13. What is it that Montag cannot remember about Mildred?

14. Describe the Mechanical Hound.

15. How are Captain Beatty and Hitler’s Nazis alike? What is right with Captain Beatty’s talk about the history of fire departments? What is wrong with Captain Beatty’s talk about the history of fire departments?

16. Montag’s fire run to the unidentified woman’s house is a turning point in his life. What happens there? At one point she says, “You can never have my books.” What does she mean? The woman’s strange statement, “Play the man, Master Ridley; we shall this day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put out.” is an allusion to Nicholas Ridley, the Bishop of London in the sixteenth century. He was of heresy and sentenced to be burned at the stake with a fellow heretic, Hugh Latimer. Latimer’s words to Ridley are those Bradbury alludes to in this section. Explain the significance of this quote.

17. Why do the McClellans move away?

18. Captain Beatty has been aware all along that certain changes are taking place within Montag. When Montag claims to be sick, what does Captain Beatty do?

19. What is the reason Captain Beatty gives for the government ultimately deciding to get rid of books?

20. After Captain Beatty leaves, Montag confesses what to Mildred?

21. The title of Part One is “The Hearth and the Salamander.” Bradbury chose this title because it shows the dual image of fire it can warm and it can also purify. In ancient mythology, there was the belief that the salamander was a creature that could survive fire. Which warms, the hearth or the salamander? Which purifies? Which is happening to Montag, warming or purifying?

Some interesting notes on allusions, words, and phrases from Part 1

· this great python the fire hose, which resembles a great serpent, a key image in the novel which serves as a reminder of Adam and Eve’s temptation to disobey God in the Garden of Eden
· pigeonwinged books -  the books come alive and flap their “wings” as they are thrown into the fire. This connection between books and birds continues throughout the novel, symbolizing enlightenment through reading.
· black beetlecolored helmet - the beetle, with its prominent black horns, is connected in literature with Satan. Vehicles, too, in this society resemble beetles.

· salamander in an animistic concept of nature, the salamander is a visual representation of fire. In mythology, it endures the flames without burning.

· Phoenix a mythical multicolored bird of Arabia with a long history of artistic and literary symbolism, the Phoenix is one of a kind. At the end of its five hundred year existence, it perches on its nest of spices and sings until sunlight ignites the mass. After the body is consumed in flames, a worm emerges from the ashes and develops into the next Phoenix.

· Clarisse the girl’s name comes from the Latin for “brightest.”

· Guy Montag his name suggests two significant possibilities Guy Fawkes, the instigator of a plot to blow up the English Houses of Parliament in 1605, and Montag, a trademark of Mead, an American paper company, which makes stationery, and also of a company that makes furnaces.

· black cobra the “suction snake” that pumps Mildred’s stomach repeats the earlier image of the python; the impersonal “handymen” who operate it have “eyes of puff adders.” The fact that it has an eye suggests a sinister and invasive fiber optic tube that examines the inside of the body’s organs and even the soul.

· Beatty the fire captain, who “baits” Montag, is well named.

· November 4th the firemen play cards early on Mischief Day, the eve of Guy Fawkes day, when bonfires and burning of “guys” in effigy commemorate his gunpowder plot, an abortive attempt to destroy James I and his Protestant supporters, who suppressed Catholics.

· Stoneman and Black the firemen’s names suggest the hardness of their hearts and the color of their skin and hair from contact with smoke.

· Time has fallen asleep in the afternoon sunshine from Chapter 1 of Dreamthorp, a collection of essays by Alexander Smith, a Glasgow lacemaker.

· Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:19, the Biblical explanation of how Noah’s children came to speak different languages. The word “babble” comes from Babel.

· automatic reflex Beatty is describing how people stopped using their brains and began depending on nerve functions that require no thought.

· our fingers in the dike an allusion to the legend about the Dutch boy who performed a noble, selfless public service in holding back the sea by keeping his finger in a hole in the dike.
