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Part III: “Burning Bright”
Answer questions 1-11 in complete sentences.  Be specific, detailed.
1. The broadcast Montag hears over his seashell radio says that he has “committed murder and crimes against the State” (124). What are his crimes against the state? Why would the radio broadcast use this type of language to describe Montag?

2. Explain what happens as Montag tries to cross the boulevard on his way to Faber’s (126-128). What does this experience have to do with Clarisse? Would it be more or less shocking if the police (or other authorities) had been responsible for her death? Explain.

3. Does Montag feel badly about planting books in Mr. Black’s house? Back up your answer by referring to the text.

4. Explain what happens in the chase scene. How does Montag elude the hound? How do the pursuers try to catch him?

5. The authorities claim that the Hound “never fails” (133), though obviously the Hound fails to catch Montag. What else about the chase of Montag shows their willingness to lie to the public? Why might the authorities lie?

6. Explain how Montag feels when he finally crawls out of the river (143+). 

7. How does Montag feel about Mildred being left behind in the city (158, 159)? Explain whether you believe he does or does not care about her.

8. Who is Granger?

9. Montag “meets” Jonathan Swift, Charles Darwin, Plato, and a number of other famous writers. Explain.

10. What does Granger mean when he says, “The difference between the man who just cuts lawns and a real gardener is in the touching” (157)? Which one of these types of men has Montag been? Explain.

11. What has happened to the city? What will Granger and the others do now?

Questions & Notes on Part 3 “Burning Bright”

1. What does Montag find out Mildred has done? What does she do when he arrives?

2. What does Captain Beatty force Montag to do about the house?

3. Explain what Montag does about the following: 
a. Captain Beatty 
b. the mechanical hound 
c. Stoneman and Black

4. When Montag is running down the alley behind his house to escape, he suddenly falls down because he realizes something. What is it that he realizes? How does he know this is true?

5. Montag then heads for Faber’s house. On the way there what does he do at Black’s house?

6. Montag is in a rest room at a gas station when he learns that war has been declared. However, Montag has too much going on in his own life at the moment to worry about that. What immediate obstacle must Montag overcome in order to continue to Faber’s house? What happens when he proceeds?

7. When he arrives at Faber’s house, Montag douses everything with whiskey to eliminate his odor in the house. Why must Montag run now?

8. Explain Montag’s dash for freedom.

9. Montag then discovers Granger and his men. Who are they?

10. How does the hunt for Montag end? Why does it end that way?

11. How have Granger and his people done what Montag has wanted to do?

12. What finally happens to the city? 
a. To Mildred? 
b. To Faber?

13. There is a lot of symbolism at the end of the novel. Explain the symbolic meanings in the following things: 
a. the Phoenix 
b. the time of day 
c. the Biblical quotation

Some interesting notes on allusions, words, and phrases from Part 3
· Burning Bright The heading comes from a poem by William Blake called “TheTyger.” The first four lines of the poem are

Tyger, Tyger, burning bright,

In the forests of the night:

What immortal hand or eye,

Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

This poem is often interpreted as a meditation about the origin of evil in the world. The tiger in this poem is often considered a symbol for a world in which evil is at work; it speaks also of the dual nature of all existence. There is also a dual meaning at the end of the book. The city is burning brightly from destruction, but the spirit of Granger and his people is also burning brightly, as they hope to rebuild society
· Old Montag wanted to fly near the sun and now that he’s burnt his damn wings, he wonders why Captain Beatty alludes to Icarus, the son of Daedalus, an inventor in Greek mythology. After Daedalus makes wings and teaches his son to fly, he warns the boy not to go too near the sun. Icarus, intrigued with the power of flight, fails to heed the warning, the wax melts which holds the wings together, and he drowns in the sea below.
· You think you can walk on water Beatty alludes to Jesus walking on water, Mark 6
· There is no terror, Cassius, in your threats, for I am arm’d so strong in honesty that they pass by me as an idle wind, which I respect no Beatty taunts Montag with a passage from Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar
· Keystone comedy From 1914 to 1920, director Mack Sennett and Keystone Studios produced a series of madcap silent film comedies featuring the Keystone Cops. 

· the guild of the asbestosweaver Montag associates his desire to stop the burning with the formation of a new trade union. Like the guilds of the Middle Ages, the asbestosweavers symbolize progress against the tyranny of the past.

· coat of a thousand colors Granger alludes to Joseph, in Genesis 37:34 who receives a longsleeved, ornamental coat of many colors from Jacob, his doting father. The coat, symbolizing favoritism shown by Jacob toward his son, alienates the other sons, who sell their brother to passing traders, stain the coat with goat’s blood, and return it to their father to prove that a wild animal has eaten Joseph.
· crying in the wilderness Granger compares his group’s minority status to John the Baptist, the prophet whom Isaiah predicted would one day announce the coming of the Messiah.
· V2 rocket the deadly German rockets used during World War II.
· I hate a Roman named Status Quo! Granger’s grandfather made a pun out of the Latin phrase, which means the situation as it now exists.
· whisper of a scythe In an extended metaphor which begins with a giant hand sowing the grains of bombs over the land, the image concludes with the deathdealing scythe, the symbol carried in the hand of Father time, an image of death, which cuts down life in a single, silent sweep.
· To everything there is a season Montag recalls an often quoted part of Ecclesiastes 3: 18 which reminds him that there is a time for dying as well as a time for living.
· And on either side of the river was there a tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations a prophecy from verse two of Revelation 22, the last book in the Bible.

