
“Ambush” – Study Packet.  This packet will be worth extra credit on Thursday’s test.   

Test questions will also come from the packet. (See last page for copy of the story.) 
 

READING CHECK 

1) What does O’Brien’s daughter ask him? 

2) What is the purpose of the two-man teams that O’Brien describes? 

3) What does O’Brien feel and think about as he throws the grenade? 

4) How does Kiowa try to justify O’Brien’s action? 

5) In the years following the incident, how does O’Brien, in his imagination, alter its outcome? 

LITERARY ANALYSIS  

1. Examine Conflicts - An internal conflict is a struggle within a character.  

a. What internal conflict does the narrator face when his daughter asks him a question?  

 

 

b. What internal conflict does the narrator face about his actions during the Vietnam War?  

 

 

2. Analyze Structure - Circle the events that happen in the first paragraph of the story.  

a. The narrator throws the grenade.   d. A man dies in the explosion.  

b. The narrator talks with his daughter.   e. Kiowa reassures the narrator.  

c. The narrator is on guard duty.   f. The narrator reflects on his actions.  

 

3. Interpret Title - Answer the following questions.  

a. What does “ambush” mean?  

 

b. How does this title relate to the story of the narrator in Vietnam? After Vietnam?  

 

 

4. Evaluate a Character’s Actions  - Kiowa, the other soldier, tells the narrator  

that this was “a good kill.” Underline one word in parentheses and then complete the sentence.  

a. I (agree/disagree) with Kiowa because _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Apply Theme - Mark an X next to the theme that is suggested by this story.  

a. _____ We can move beyond past experiences by focusing on the present.  

b. _____ The past is more important than the future because it is real.  

c. _____ The past is always part of who we are and how we think.  

 


