19 March 2012, Woodliff English III
Today you will 
· read the story “Ambush” by Tim O’Brien (page 1196 in your textbook.  Read pages 1194-95 for background knowledge about the author and story).  
· complete the attached handouts/questions
· expect a quiz over the story tomorrow, Tuesday, March 20
This “Ambush” packet is due at the beginning of class tomorrow.  Turn it in today if you finish.
I hope you had a great spring break!
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ANALYZE STRUCTURE
“The structure of a work i the way in which it s put together. “Ambush” s a frame story—
story within a story. The fist paragraph provides a frame—the narrator recalls answering a
question his daughter once asked him. In the second paragraph, he tells about an experience
he had carler in a lashback.

Directions: Use the chart to summarize what happens within the outer story and the inner
story

Beginning of Story 1:

Middle of Story 2:

End of Story 2:

End of Story 1
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image2.png
EIEIE

File Edit View Document Tools *
ERES

B AVBUSH COPY MASTER
Question Support

LITERARY ANALYSIS
For questions 1-3,see page 12000

Directions: Answer cach question. Use a separate sheet of paper if necded.

4. Examine Conflicts An inter

I conflictis a truggle within a character

‘What internal conflict docs the narrator face when his daughter asks him  question?

‘What internal conflict does the narrator face about his actions during the Vietnam War?

5. Analyze Structure Circle the events that happen in the first paragraph of the story

. The narrator throws the grenade. d. A man dies in the explosion.
b. The narrator alks with his daughter. . Kiowa reassures the narraor.
. The narrator is on guard duty. #. The namator reflects on his actions.

6. InterpretTitle Answer the following questions.

‘What docs “ambush” mean?

How does thi itk relate to the story of the narrator in Vietnam? After Vietnam?

7. Evaluate a Character’s Actions Kiowa, the other soldier,tels the narrator
that this was “a good kill” Underline onc word in parentheses and then complete the
sentence.

I (agrec/disagree) with Kiowa because.

3. Apply Thome Mark an X next o the theme that is suggested by this story

. We can move beyond past experiences by focusing on the present.
b. The past is more important than the futurc because it i real
. The pastis always part of who we are and how we think

9. CompareTexts Compare “Ambush” and “Why Soldiers Won't Talk” (page 1172),
In Steinbeck’s essay, soldicrs remember nothing of their wartime experiences. How does
! this compare with the narrator’s experience in “Ambush™
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Reading Check

Directions: Read over the questions and think shout the cvents deseribed in the story. Then
s cach question in sentences or phrascs.

1. What docs O'Brien's dughter ssk him?

2. What s the purpose ofthe two-man teams that O'Brien describes?

3. What doss O'Bri fesl snd think sbout s he throws th srensde?

4. How docs Kiowa try tojustiy O'Brien’s acton?
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