PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES:  ADVERB PHRASES
Depending on how it is used in a sentence, a prepositional phrase can function as an adverbial phrase by modifying a verb, an adjective, or an adverb. For example:
· She lost her head at the retro love-in.
· The adverbial phrase “at the retro love-in” describes the verb “lost.”

· The salesperson skimmed over the product's real cost.
· The adverbial phrase “over the product's real cost” modifies the verb “skimmed.”
· The boss was thrilled at their attitude.
· The adverbial phrase “at their attitude” modifies the adjective “thrilled.”

· The rock climbers arrived late at night.
· The adverbial phrase “at night” modifies the adverb “late.”


(A) Identify the adverbial phrase in the following sentences.  Underline the phrase.  Circle the verb, adjective, or adverb that it modifies.

· Rain is frequent in Vancouver.  

· They went to the Aquarium to see the sea otters.  

· The baseball catcher moved his hand inside his glove, and the pitcher saw the signal easily.  

(B)  Adjective or Adverb?  Read the sentence.  Determine whether the underlines prepositional phrase is an adjective or adverb. Circle the word it modifies.  
· My friend John wore a hat with a button of the Earth saying "home."  adj or adv
· The people in the park are walking.  adj or adv
· The height of a rhododendron can reach 15 metres!  adj or adv
· The pine needles are falling from the tree. adj or adv
· The loveliest area to live in Vancouver is near Stanley Park. adj or adv
· The teacher lives in a brand new apartment. adj or adv
Underline or highlight the prepositional phrases.

Somewhere, over the rainbow, way up high. 
There's a land that I heard of once in a lullaby.
Somewhere, over the rainbow, skies are blue. 
And the dreams that you dare to dream
Really do come true.
Someday I'll wish upon a star and wake up where the clouds are far behind me.
Where troubles melt like lemon drops, Away above the chimney tops.
That's where you'll find me.
Somewhere, over the rainbow, bluebirds fly. Birds fly over the rainbow,
Why then - oh, why can't I?
If happy little bluebirds fly beyond the rainbow,
Why, oh, why can't I?
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To find out if a prepositional phrase is functioning as an adverbial phrase, see if it answers one of these questions: 


“Where?” 


“When?” 


“In what manner?” 


“To what extent?”
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